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  I don’t know about you but I am really enjoying the nicer weather that we 
have been experiencing.  It is girl’s state tournaments and no snow storms 
are in the forecast but instead a nice warm week!  You just never know 
what you are going to get from year to year.
  The forecaster does their best to predict what the next couple of days 
and week will be like and sometimes they are spot on and other times 
they aren’t even very close but they do their best.  They make their predic-
tions off of the best data and trends that they have.
  When it comes to God’s love for us, there is no questions.  We aren’t left 
to wonder if it will be strong today but not so much tomorrow.  God’s love 
will never fail us.  His love for us will never increase or decrease because 
it is a constant incredible love.
  Challenges come, people we love get cancer, jobs are lost, markets take 
a dive, crops fail and other negative things happen.  This isn’t because 
God doesn’t love us anymore, it’s simply because there is sin in the world.  
Take heart that even in the midst of any hardship, God’s love for you is still 
strong.  Rest is his love for you.



Missions Around the World

Lynnville Friends will be hosting Jasper County Take Away Hunger (JCTAH) again. The date is Sat-
urday, March 28 at the FCC.  Cost is $30 person or $360 for a team of 12. If you are unable to help 
package meals that day but would like to help, please consider donating funds. The supplies for an 
individual meal cost 25¢. A box containing 36 bags costs $54. Jasper County Take Away Hunger is 
run entirely by volunteers, so all their funds are used for the costs of food, packaging supplies and 
support for packaging events. They are a 501(c)(3) tax- exempt nonprofit, so donations may be tax 
deductible.  Please call Brenda Terpstra at 641-891-0437 or email her at brendalterpstra@gmail.com 
if you would like to sign up individually, a team or donate so someone else can help package.  Thank 
you so much for helping out!

We were privileged to have Jack Mututwa with us on Sunday, February 23.  He had a great message 
on the power of our words.  Do we encourage or discourage those we speak word to and what are we 
saying?  If you missed the message, I encourage you to go to www.lynnvillefriends.org and listen to 
his message.  

Some of you have heard Julie Jones’ story of her trip to Africa to visit with Jack and Amber.  If you 
receive the Newsletter from Jack and Amber you most likely read their Newsletter from last week 
that was written by Julie Jones.  It is included in this month’s newsletter.  She actually sends out the 
Newsletter every month for Jack and Amber. If you would like to hear more about her trip, I would en-
courage you to ask Julie.  She gets very excited and would love to share with you. That reminds me.  
You have until Sunday, March 8 to bring blankets, school supplies and tools to the church.  These 
items will be sent to Zambia for Jack and Amber to distribute where needed.  

Thank you for your prayers for the Missions Committee and please continue to pray for all of our mis-
sionaries! 



Dear Friends and Supporters of Jack and Amber’s Ministry “Trail Missions”, 
 
My name is Julie and I have been the one behind the scenes mailing these 
newsletters to you since I met Amber in 2008.  This January I was so very blessed to 
make the trip to Zambia and for nine glorious days I was able to see firsthand every 
component of the amazing ministry that I have been reading about for years! Amber 
asked if I would write this newsletter based on my experiences. It is easy to describe 
the ABSOLUTELY INCREDIBLE details of the trip however the emotions I felt are 
harder to put into words however they leak out my eyes in joyful tears! 

 

 

 

Rules of travel in Africa...When you think a vehicle is full you 
snuggle up to find room to squeeze in a few more people and 
several more bags of supplies!! On a more serious note though, on 
one of our trips to the villages I was shocked to see a young man 
squeeze his way on top of the supplies in the back of our SUV. I was 
feeling terrible for him to be scrunched up in such an awkward 
position for such a long time on a bumpy road but Jack said he was 
just thankful for a ride because his other option was to walk the 
20 miles home.  Walking great distances and hitch hiking are totally 
normal in Zambia as people out in the villages do not have vehicles. 

 
One morning we met with some of Trail Missions staff members and although they ALL are doing amazing 
work and have incredible stories I’ll share this one story.  Recently a man showed up on Jack and Amber’s 
doorstep after walking 160 miles over the course of 7 days with his wife and three small children. He had heard 
about Jack and came begging for a job so he could provide for his family. Although Jack wasn’t looking to hire 
another person at this time he had mercy upon the desperate man and gave him a job working on the farm. 
 Trail Missions is positively transforming the lives of those who work for them and in turn these people 
are helping the ministry expand faster which transforms more lives! An awesome win-win situation!!  

Trail Missions Bible School - the second class of students are now studying 
to become pastors. Amber is one of their teachers along with one of the 
graduates from the first class. They currently stay in tents on the base and 
have an outdoor classroom but the goal is to build an indoor classroom and 
housing for them as funds allow. Upon graduation these students will 
become pastors out in the villages where Jack and Amber continue to 
evangelize and plant churches. They gift the students with a bicycle upon 
graduation so they have a faster mode of transportation from village to 
village rather than by foot! I had the opportunity to purchase a few bicycles 
for the graduates last year and I had the pleasure to meet one of these 
pastors and he was so excited to show me his bicycle.  These students can 
have unique reasons for missing class. One of them recently had to rush 
home when he received word that elephants were destroying his cornfield!  

 
 

 

 
Out on the dirt/sand trail we went on Sunday morning to the Lyuobe village Church where we were each 
personally greeted with such excitement and appreciation by the 80 church members! I learned some 
new handshakes and dances! They were singing when we got there, we were there about two hours and 
they were still singing when we left! Jack said they just love singing praise to God and are in no rush to 
go home!   We had a mechanical breakdown on the way to church with a belt coming off due to driving 
through so much water on the trail (it is their rainy season) and got seriously stuck in the mud on the way 
back. The guys tried the African way of getting us unstuck by jacking up the vehicle and breaking 
branches out of trees to put under the tires but we still didn’t have enough traction and two of the tires 
kept sinking deeper in the mud. After a couple of hours a family in a cart being pulled by oxen came 
along and let the guys use their ax to literally cut down a tree to have bigger pieces to put under the tires 
but to no avail. Fortunately after three hours God sent a LandRover from the Health Ministry Department 
to pull us out down the trail we went!   When you are “off the beaten path” it can be challenging but 
also so refreshing!!  



 
Trail Missions preschool - Jack and Amber saw a need for a preschool in their area so they hired and 
trained a few teachers and found a building and in their first year they had 70 children. The kids 
enthusiastically sang some songs for us and recited a Bible verse.  What a blessing this educational 
opportunity is for these kids and they are learning about God and singing praise to Him! 
 
Trail Mission Well Drilling - My goal was to raise $4000 to cover the cost for Trail Missions to drill one well 
however my Lynnville Friends church family as well as my family, friends, and coworkers amazed me by 
donating a total of $20,000 to cover the cost of drilling five wells. The first two were drilled while I was 
there in the villages of Kabula and Sitamanyanga and the other three were drilled before the end of 
January in the villages of Luyobe, Nalubunze, and Kashukla! It is estimated that 60% of Zambia’s illness 
is from drinking unclean water so with every well drilled hundreds of people have a much lower risk of 
illness.  I was able to see the well drilling process from beginning to end and my excitement mirrored that 
of the people in these villages who were watching with great anticipation! There was quite a celebration 
when they tasted clean water for the first time and declared it as tasting “sweet”! The prayer is that those 
in the village who do not attend the church currently will be curious about the love that Christians in Iowa 
had for them to provide them clean water so that they may be open to attending the church and learning 
about the source of this love and compassion, Jesus! May they benefit from both this source of 
physical water but also find the source of living water. 

 
Such a happy 

celebration! Clean and 
safe water to drink! 

 
The water people were drinking 

when we arrived compared to the 
water they now drink from the well! 

Bags of Corn Meal 
A staple in the Zambian diet 

 
In 2018/2019 Zambia had a severe drought and for poverty stricken people in a third world country who 
live off the land, no rain means no harvest which means no food to eat. With the people in their villages 
literally starving Jack and Amber sprang into action and asked YOU, their American supporters for help. 
The donations came in and Jack and Amber began delivering bags of what they call Mealie Meal to their 
starving people ($12.50 can buy a 25 kg bag of corn meal which can feed one family for one month).  We 
learned that if you want to offer a Zambian a snack it is considered offensive to say "are you hungry?" or 
"would you like a snack?" because by asking that implies that you are really just trying to seem nice but 
you really don't want to share with them because in reality Zambians are never NOT hungry and would 
always gratefully eat anything that is offered to them without hesitation.  So instead of asking you 
should just give them the snack.  
 
There is so much more I could say…my heart is overflowing with LOVE for the Mututwa family, the Trail 
Missions staff members, and last but not least ALL the precious people of Zambia - the ones who have 
been reached and those yet to be reached with the good news of the saving love of the one who died for 
them, Jesus Christ!  I assure you, every dollar you provide to Jack and Amber is being used in great and 
mighty ways and making a HUGE ETERNAL difference for the multitudes! 
 
Julie Jones 
 
If you would like to support Trail Missions please make your checks payable to Trail Missions and send them 
to…. PO Box 13205, Scottsdale, AZ 85267 or go online to www.trailmissions.net and click the donate button. 

http://www.trailmissions.net/






March 8 
Ushers:   Chris Tice & Brad 
Braafhart
Nursery:  Ben & Tara Conover
Front Entrance Greeters: Jack & 
Barb Suiter
Canopy Greeters:  Jim Bob Suit-
er
Fellowship Time Servers:  Lila 
Turnbull & Jocelyn Beyer

March 15 
Ushers: Brad Braafhart & Mike 
Hay
Nursery: Steve & Jocelyn Beyer
Front Entrance Greeters: Doug & 
Lori Terlouw
Canopy Greeters:  Dennis Ter-
louw
Fellowship Time Servers: Bev 
Flander & Donna Zylstra

March 22 
Ushers: Brad Braafhart & Mike 
Hay
Nursery: Dot Zylstra & Donna 
Zylstra
Front Entrance Greeters: Mike & 
Brenda Terpstra
Canopy Greeters:  Vernon Ter-
louw
Fellowship Time Servers:  Cathy 
Van Maanen & Bev Van Maanen

March 29 
Ushers: Mike Hay & Jim Bob 
Suiter
Nursery: Mark & Missy Doll
Front Entrance Greeters: Chris & 
Deanne Tice
Canopy Greeters: Lila Turnbull
Fellowship Time Servers: Sherry 
Harthoorn & Euni Scholten

March 
Workers

BIRTHDAYS

1st:  Avery Merten
4th:  Stacey James
6th:  Denali Conover
10th:  Avery Vande Krol
13th:  Blake Van Wyk
17th:  Karen Van Manen, Dale 
Schnell
22nd:  Adam De Cook
24th:  Kyle Terpstra
25th:  Carter Tice
28th:  Stella Turnbull
30th:  Jodi Schnell
31st:  Gary Tice

DATES TO REMEMBER

9th:  USFW @ 5:30
12th: Church Council @ 7:00
15th: Young Friends after church
19th:  Elders @ 7:00
26th:  Kids 4 Christ end of the 
year party
28th:  Take Away Hunger

March 2020
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8 9 10 11 12 13 14

15 16 17 18 19 20 21

22 23 24 25 26 27 28

29 30 31


	Feb 2020 trail missions
	March 2020



